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Mark your calendar

• April 13: SVARW 
regular meeting 
will be a candidate 
forum at 6 p.m., 
at the Santa 
Clara County 
Administration 
Building, Isaac N. 
Senter Auditorium, 
70 West Hedding, 
San Jose. 

• April 20: Tour of 
RealOptions clinic at 
10 a.m. with lunch 
following. Clinic is at 
1671 The Alameda, 
Suite 101, San 
Jose.

• May 18: SVARW 
regular meeting, 
9:30 to 11 a.m., 
Three Flames 
Restaurant, 1547 
Meridian Ave., San 
Jose. Check-in from 
9 to 9:30 a.m. Cost: 
$15.

2016 Membership 
SVARW has several 
levels of membership. 
Contact Gail Desmet 
with questions. Email 
Gail at membership@
svarw.com

New members
SVARW welcomes the 
following new member 
for 2016:  
Sally Bernstein

• SAVE THE DATE: Stars and Stripes returns to Saratoga 
venue on August 27. 

• Candidate forum set for April meeting, see below
• Guest column: Cruz fan thanks Trump, page 4

Meet candidates at April 13 event 
Time: 6 to 8:30 p.m. First half-hour is 
social time with candidates.
Date: Wednesday, April 13
Place: Santa Clara County 
Administration Building, Isaac N. Senter 
Auditorium, 70 West Hedding, San Jose
Cost: No charge. Please RSVP by April 
8 so we have a count on how many to 
expect. RSVP at www.eventbrite.com 
and search for “Santa Clara County 
Candidate Forum” or call Republican 
Headquarters and leave a message with 
Nino Lucido, 408-246-6600

 Candidate Forum

Have you ever opened your voter 
information and wondered what the real 
issues were and where the candidates stood 
on the issues?

Tired of getting your information from 
slick campaign mailers, media sound bites or 
smear tactics by the opposition?

Please join us for a candidate forum 
where each candidate has 3- 5 minutes 
to summarize who they are and where 
they stand on the issues. You will have an 
opportunity to submit written questions to the 
candidates.  

All candidates who will be on the local 
June Primary ballot are invited to participate 
in this candidate forum including those 
running for:

• Non-partisan offices, including the San 
Jose City Council

• State offices: California Assembly and 
California Senate

• Federal offices: Senate and House

May meeting

In May, we will hear from a former mayor 

SVARW sponsor RealOptions has invited 
members to visit the facility for a tour and 
enjoy lunch afterward to learn about the 
important work the organization does. Tours 
begin promptly at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 20 at the RealOptions Medical Clinic, 
1671 The Alameda, Suite 101, San Jose, near 
the corner of Taylor Avenue.

Lunch will be served in the conference 
room following tours.

Come learn about this life-affirming 
organization that offers free education in 
local schools, supports student clubs on 
college campuses, offers post-abortion 
healing to women and men, along with 
professional medical services.

RealOptions is a non-profit 501(c)3 

Join SVARW on April 20 
for tour of RealOptions 

Continued on page 3

of a West Bank settlement, an Israeli who 
survived being shot by a jihadist. David 
Rubin is a former mayor of Shiloh, Israel. 
He is the founder and president of Shiloh 
Israel Children’s Fund, dedicated to easing 
the trauma of children who have been victims 
of terrorist attacks, as well as rebuilding 
the heartland of Israel. The Fund was 
established after Rubin and his 3-year-old 
son were wounded in a terrorist attack while 
driving home from Jerusalem. He vowed to 
retaliate — not with hatred or anger, but with 
compassion — in order to effect positive 
change for Israel and its people.

A featured speaker throughout the U.S. and 
Israel, David Rubin has appeared on national 
and international radio and television. 
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SVARW sunshine
Norine Bacon is SVARW’s 

official ray of sunshine. When a 
member is ill or has lost a loved 
one, Norine reaches out to them 
with a card and a personal call. 
Please don’t hesitate to call her if 
you know someone in need. Her 
number is 408-377-7111.

President’s message

Living with constant threat of terrorism
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Silicon Valley 
Association of  

Republican Women
P.O. Box 3194

Saratoga, CA 95070

Executive Board

Jan Soule, President
Jane Kearney, First Vice-
President
Debra Janssen-Martinez, Second 
Vice-President
Sherrill Martinez, Recording 
Secretary
Susan Calderon, Corresponding 
Secretary
Lisa Seago, Treasurer 
Diane Owen, Parliamentarian

The board meets at 9:30 a.m. 
typically on the last Wednesday 
of each month. All members 
are welcome to attend board 
meetings.

 Contact Jan Soule at  
President@svarw.com and she 
can provide details.

Gov. Jerry Brown, State Capitol, 
Sacramento, CA 95814; Phone: 
916-445-2841; FAX: 916-445-
4633; Email: www.govmail.ca.gov
Assemblyman Rich Gordon, 650-
691-2121
Assemblyman Evan Low, 408-
371-2802
State Sen. Majority Leader Ellen 
Corbett, 510-794-3900
State Sen. Jerry Hill, 650-212-
3313
State Sen. Jim Beall, 408-558-
1295

Contact your officials

The subject of 
terrorism and 

security in Silicon 
Valley drew a 
large crowd to our 
March meeting. It 
was clear that the 
audience would have 
kept Jess Guy and 
Steve Brown there 
for another hour 
answering questions 
if that was possible.

 Like most 
attendees, I left the 
meeting and thought about all that I 
needed to do that day and the rest of 
the week…and was not the least bit 
worried or anxious that I might have to 
dodge a terrorist bullet to complete my 
errands.  While most residents of Israel 
have a heightened sense of awareness of 
terrorism, those that make their homes 
in West Bank settlements are constantly 
in danger as they make their way to 
work, doctor appointments, etc. in 
Jerusalem.

When news reports circulated that 
the current administration wanted Israel 
to dismantle West Bank settlements, I 
really had no picture in my mind as to 
exactly where the “West Bank” was.  It 
sounded like the Jews living there were 
akin to temporary squatters. Nothing 
could be further from the truth, as I 
learned during my recent trip to Israel.

As we boarded our bullet-proof bus in 
Jerusalem for the 40-minute ride to the 
West Bank settlement of Shiloh, I began 
to wonder what I had gotten myself 
into. Through what is best described as 
a rocky wasteland, we drove through 
armed check points as we headed north 
paralleling the boundary between Israel 
and Jordan. The West Bank is simply 
the land on the west bank of the Jordan 
River. Historically, it was called Judea 
and Samaria. Shiloh is the first place 
where the Israelites who had wandered 
through the desert for 40 years set up 
the first Tabernacle in the Promised 
Land. For those familiar with the Bible, 

it is the place where Hannah prayed for 
a son who became known as the prophet 
Samuel.

The most amazing thing one notices 
in the West Bank is that where the 
Israelis have set up settlements, 
the desert blooms with all kinds of 
agriculture. The Israelis have built 
communities with homes and schools. 
This is no squatter’s village that anyone 
should demand be dismantled.

There are definitely risks living 
in this area, as the following story 
relates. Having completed an errand 
in Jerusalem, David Rubin strapped 
his 3-year-old son into his car seat and 
headed home to Shiloh. On the road 
his car was sprayed with gunfire by 
Palestinian terrorists. Miraculously his 
car started and, although wounded, he 
was able to drive to the next settlement 
for help. He did not realize at the point 
that his son had also been wounded. At 
the hospital in Jerusalem, he learned 
that he was the 1,000th victim of 
terrorism in Israel.

There is much more to the story 
but you will need to hear David 
Rubin tell you himself at our May 18 
meeting. David also will share how 
this experience led him to set up Shiloh 
Children’s Fund to help children who 
have been traumatized by terrorism.

— Jan Soule
SVARW President

Second grade boys listen during class at a school in Shiloh.
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Crime, law enforcement top discussion in March meeting

… let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us,...

– Hebrews 12:1

  
 

  

Bellarmine College Prep
San Jose, CA — May 14, 2016

9:00 AM − 1:00 PM

Register Online Today!
FriendsofRealOptions.net/walk

For more information, visit our
website or contact us directly.

walk@realoptions.net
408-229-9836

   
     

     


     

It’s starting to look as if California 
Republicans can have an effect on the 
nomination process this year, even 
though the state holds its primary 
on June 7, at the end of the primary 
process. 

Recent articles calculating delegate 
totals acknowledge that no candidate 
may have amassed the 1,237 delegates 
necessary to win on the first ballot at 
the GOP Convention in July.

So here is contact information to 
get involved with any of the three 
remaining Republicans still in the 
race, as of March 29. 

Ted Cruz
https://www.tedcruz.org
You can DONATE

On this link you can find Cruz’s entire 
California team:
https://www.tedcruz.org/news/cruz-
for-president-announces-california-
leadership-team/
You can email Santa Clara County 
Chairman Ed Riffle at e.riffle@
me.com to volunteer.

John Kasich
https://johnkasich.com/
You can VOLUNTEER right on the 
home page and DONATE

Donald Trump
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/
Under the STATES link there is no 
link for California but there is a GET 
INVOLVED tab that enables you to 
sign up to volunteer.

California could play role in GOP nomination

Free RealOptions clinic tour set for April 20

providing consultations, professional 
medical services, and material support 
to women, men, students and families 
facing pregnancy decisions. 

RealOptions has four medically 
licensed clinics serving Santa Clara 
and Alameda counties devoted 
to caring for patients physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually. 
RealOptions strives to be the first 
place people go to learn all their 
options. All medical services are free 
of charge, confidential, and provided 
without government funding. 

Please RSVP at Eventbrite.com 
(search for “Real Options”) or call the 
office at 408-229-9836.

Continued from page 1

By Joyce Hall
Newsletter editor

The Silicon Valley isn’t immune 
from terrorism and just as in the rest 
of the world, soft targets such as 
malls, schools and churches could be 
targeted, March speaker Jess Guy told 
the SVARW members gathered for 
brunch on March 16. 

“We’re all vulnerable,” said Guy, a 

former special agent with the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. “It 
is a threat whether it’s radical jihad or 
some nutcase.” ISIS, he said, is just 
the latest name for a group of radical 
Islamists whose goal is to establish a 
caliphate.

“For 600 years radical Islam has 
been trying to wipe out the west,” he 
said.

Guy was one of two speakers in 
March to discuss threats to personal 
safety. Steve Brown, owner of 
Echelon Security, spoke about 
challenges to law enforcement. 

Brown explained a concept called 
the “impression of control,” the 
image that the government and law 

enforcement has control over a chaotic 
situation. If a felon escaped from San 
Quentin and was spotted in San Jose, 
police officers would stop responding 
to routine calls in order to focus on 
finding him.

“The system cannot survive with 
all of us out here believing the system 
doesn’t work,” Brown said. The 
escape gives the impression that the 
most secure facilities, prisons, cannot 
contain the criminals, he explained.

Brown said local law enforcement 
has been adding tactical weapons 
and vehicles in order to be ready to 
heighten the impression of control in 
the event of natural disasters or civil 
unrest.
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By Dave Nelson
SVARW member

I first became aware of Donald 
Trump in the 1980s. I was a regular 
reader of the now-defunct Spy 
magazine which routinely, and 
hilariously, satirized Trump’s exploits. 
Spy characterized the man as a “short-
fingered vulgarian.”

I have no idea what a “short-
fingered vulgarian” is, but the term 
seemed appropriate. After all, Trump 
committed every gaucherie guaranteed 
to offend Manhattan’s literary folk. 
He slapped his name on everything he 
owned. He cruised around New York 
harbor on his yacht hosting garish 
parties for members of the freeloading 
New York media. Afterwards, they 
disparaged Trump for flaunting the 
wealth that they did not possess.

Spy magazine also noted Trump 
was never fazed by their disapproval 
because he knew the same people 
would show up for his next media 
party. He probably never realized how 
handy his cynical knowledge of media 
behavior would be 30 years later.

I am a U.S. Constitution originalist, 
a free market capitalist (emphasis on 
free market) and a hopeless Idealist-
Romantic. So, naturally, Ted Cruz is 
my guy.

I am pleased he is doing as well as 
he is in the primaries. He is the guy 
who should be president, though he 
should be Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, too. (Probably too much to 
ask.) I admire Ted Cruz but I have to 
admit, he is not the guy who has me 
fired up.

That guy is Donald Trump, the 
short-fingered vulgarian himself.

And this is how fired up I am: 
Led by Trump and Cruz, I believe 
conservatives can retake the 
Republican Party. Beyond that, I 
believe Republicans can win the 
presidency. For those delicious bits of 
hope and heresy, this Cruz supporter 
wishes to thank the Trumpster. 

I have reservations about him, of 

course. Is he a real conservative? If 
he wins the Republican nomination, 
will he turn out to be an Arnold 
Schwarzenegger-type sellout? It’s 
possible, and another Republican 
betrayal wouldn’t exactly be a novel 
event. I have been jilted for years by 
Republican leaders. At this point in 
our history, does the possibility of a 
Trump switcheroo even matter? The 
Democrat-Socialist onslaught must 
be defeated and we Republicans are 
running low on chances.

There is another thing for which 
I must thank Mr. Trump: The 
astonishing possibilities he presents. 
Remember this time last year when 
we were all set to suffer through a Jeb 
Bush-Hillary Clinton debacle? Who 
could have imagined the two leaders 
for the Republican nomination would 
be Trump and Cruz, the fraternal 
nightmares of the Republican power 
establishment? Be honest, did you ever 
think you would hear Mitt Romney 
pledge to vote for Ted Cruz just to 
sabotage Donald Trump? Of course, 
Ted might not survive the curse of a 
Romney endorsement but I’m having 
so much fun, why should I worry?

This Cruz supporter also thanks The 
Donald for his audacity. He is running 
rings around his enemies in the media 
and the Republican Party.  For politics 
as usual, Trump may be the Black 
Swan event. He is drawing Republican 
voters to the polls in record numbers. 
Don’t think the Democrats haven’t 
noticed. 

Trump is portrayed as an ignorant 
buffoon but only he correctly assessed 
his market and his market’s desires 
and motivations. He shrewdly 
diagnosed his own market strengths 
and advantages, and then brilliantly 
exploited them. There are a lot of 
Silicon Valley geniuses who can’t do 
that.

Trump is also running for president 
on his own dime, not mine. (That’s 
probably why he’s spending less than 
the other guys.) Meanwhile, his office-
holding opponents, John Kasich and 

Cruz, are running around the country 
while drawing paychecks from 
various government payrolls. How do 
politicians get away with this blatant 
bit of larceny?

Finally, this Cruz supporter wants to 
thank Donald Trump for his courage. 
He is drawing the ire, and the fire, 
that would otherwise be directed at 
my guy if he were the frontrunner. 
Trump is playing the game the 
way the Democrats play. This is no 
civics class debate. He understands 
the reality TV nature of a modern 
American campaign. And he is willing 
to relentlessly engage his enemies at 
any time, in any manner, they choose. 
Trump may be defeated eventually 
but he isn’t going to throw the fight 
the way recent Republican candidates 
have.

I hope Cruz can be just as tough 
so I would like to offer my guy some 
advice. Ted, the next time you’re 
tempted to blame Trump for the 
violence at his rallies, remember this: 

The Donald may be the best 
wingman you will ever have.

Dave Nelson is a registered 
Republican, a devotee of the star-
crossed Oakland Athletics, and (of 
course) a member of SVARW, one 
of the few people in the Bay Area to 
claim that triumvirate of distinctions. 
He lives in San Jose with his wife, 
Barbara, and spends a great deal of 
time jousting in the stock market. He 
also writes about the curious things 
that interest him such as the 2016 
Presidential race. 

All SVARW members are welcome 
to submit articles to the newsletter.

Guest column

Cruz supporter grateful for Trump’s campaign

Want to be a newsletter 
sponsor?

Contact newsletter editor Joyce 
Swanson-Hall at 
jswanhall@yahoo.com to find out 
how to be a sponsor of SVARW 
and have your ad appear in the 
newsletter.


