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Mark your calendar 
Sept. 26: SVARW 

regular monthly 
meeting., 9:30 to 11 
a.m., Three Flames 
Restaurant, 1547 
Meridian Ave., San 
Jose. Check-in from 9 
to 9:30 a.m. Cost: $15.

Oct. 24: SVARW 
regular monthly 
meeting., 9:30 to 11 
a.m., Three Flames 
Restaurant, 1547 
Meridian Ave., San 
Jose. Check-in from 9 
to 9:30 a.m. Cost: $15.

Nov. 14: SVARW 
regular monthly 
meeting., 9:30 to 11 
a.m., Three Flames 
Restaurant, 1547 
Meridian Ave., San 
Jose. Check-in from 9 
to 9:30 a.m. Cost: $15.

• Blue Dog Dems can help save the state, page 2
• Stars & Stripes photos, see insert
• Save the date: Christmas luncheon set for  

Wednesday, Dec. 12

Speaker represents conservatives in Sacramento
Is there hope for California?

Event details

SVARW regular monthly meeting
Date: Wednesday, Sept. 26
Time: Check in begins at 9 a.m.; 
program begins at 9:30 a.m.
Where: Three Flames Restaurant, 
1547 Meridian Ave. San Jose, CA 
95125. 
Cost: Tickets are $15 each and 
include buffet breakfast. Event is free 
to Reagan, Patriot Gold and Sponsor 
members but please RSVP through 
the SVARW website. 
Note: We expect a large turnout for 
this meeting so please purchase 
tickets or RSVP to minimize your wait 
in the check-in line.
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Of all the questions he hears from citizens 
of this state, Republican State Sen. Mike 
Morrell of Rancho Cucamonga says he is 
most frequently asked, “Is there hope for 
California?”

While there can 
be reason to doubt, 
he sees a number 
of indicators that 
should give reason for 
optimism. Reflecting 
on California’s 
rich history and 
developments at the 
State Capitol, Sen. 
Morrell will share 
his thoughts on the 
current legislative 
environment and how Californians can get 
involved in reclaiming our state.

Morrell is a breath of fresh air for 
conservatives in Silicon Valley. Since all of 
our local representatives in Sacramento are 
so far left and out-of-touch with reality, you 
will want to join us on Sept. 26 to hear from 
a legislator who reflects our values.

A small business owner for more than 25 
years, Morrell understands the issues faced 
by residents and businesses in California. His 
view of government is simple: government 
exists to serve the public, not to be served 
by it. The right to private property, the 

State Sen. Mike Morrell

gift of free enterprise, and government by 
consent are central tenets to our nation and 
its continued prosperity. He is committed 
to restoring fiscal responsibility and 
an approach to government that limits 
government’s power and ranks the citizen 
above the state.

We expect a large crowd for this event!  Go 
to www.SVARW.com and purchase a ticket 
today to minimize your wait at check in. The 
meeting is Free to premium members but you 
must RSVP.

Welcome to new 
SVARW members: 

Marie Britz
Laura and Peter 
Claude
Debbie Dempsey
Robert and Karen 
Howell
Livia and Pail Hug
Lorrie and Fred 
Landis
Abigail Long
Dottie and Hayward 
Monroe
Mary Pound
Biyu Pan and Chang-
Hong Wu
Mary and Dave Van 
Brunt
Judy Yeager

Upcoming events at SVARW



Volume 12, Number 7

SVARW Sunshine

Norine Bacon is SVARW’s 
official ray of sunshine. When a 
member is ill or has lost a loved one, 
Norine reaches out to them with 
a card and a personal call. Please 
don’t hesitate to call her if you 
know someone in need. Her number 
is 408-377-7111.
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Silicon Valley 
Association of  

Republican Women
P.O. Box 3194

Saratoga, CA 95070

Executive Board

Jan Soule, President
Rosa Brown, First Vice-President
Debra Janssen-Martinez, Second 
Vice-President
Sherrill Martinez, Recording 
Secretary
Susan Calderon, Corresponding 
Secretary
Lisa Seago, Treasurer 
Diane Owen, Parliamentarian

The board meets at 9 a.m. 
typically on the first Wednesday 
of each month. All members 
are welcome to attend board 
meetings.  Contact Jan Soule 
at  President@svarw.com for 
details.

Gov. Jerry Brown, State Capitol, 
Sacramento, CA 95814; Phone: 
916-445-2841; FAX: 916-445-
4633; Email: www.govmail.
ca.gov
Assemblyman Rich Gordon, 
650-691-2121
Assemblyman Evan Low, 408-
371-2802
State Sen. Majority Leader Bill 
Monning, 916-651-4017
State Sen. Jerry Hill, 650-212-
3313
State Sen. Jim Beall, 408-558-
1295
State Sen. Bob Wieckowski, 
510- 794-3900

Contact your officials

President’s message

Will Blue Dog Dems save California?
By Jan Soule, SVARW President

Today we rejoice that AB 2943 is 
dead for this legislative year! Evan 
Low pulled his hideous bill to restrict 
our freedom of religion and potentially 
outlaw the Bible. Assemblyman 
Low plans to come back next year 
with an updated bill. The LGBT 
community, not content with same-
sex marriage, is pushing for every 
child from kindergarten-age on to be 
taught that the gay lifestyle is normal 
and anyone who believes otherwise is 
intolerant. One can only imagine what 
the Democrat-controlled California 
Legislature will think of next to 
further push the liberal agenda down 
our throats.

Republican registration in California 
has fallen and we are now the third 
party behind Democrats and those that 
“decline to state a party preference” 
(DTS). We know that at least half of 
the DTS voters are Republicans who 
are trying to hide their party alliance 
to keep their jobs. Even the two 
“Republican” members of the San Jose 
City Council, Dev Davis and Johnny 
Khammis, have left the Republican 
Party and become DTS.

I have not given up on California 
yet! And, I don’t think God has given 
up on our state.

With the left seeking to make 
all kinds of immorality the law 
of California and with Democrat 
candidate for Governor Gavin 
Newsom being the poster boy for 
iniquity, I am trusting that some Blue 
Dog Democrats will wake up!

What does a Blue Dog Democrat 
look like?

Democrat Representative Kimberly 
Daniels is a perfect example. She 
is pro-life, a minister, author and 
conference speaker. Elected in 
2016, Rep. Daniels is a member of 
the Florida Legislature. Her first 
bill passed with bipartisan support 
to bring prayer back into Florida 
public schools. AB 436 became law 
in Florida on July 1, 2017. Under 
the law’s protection, students are 
allowed to pray, worship and read 
the Bible before, during and after the 
school day; wear religious jewelry, 
accessories and clothing; and organize 
prayer groups or other religious clubs 
as they would secular clubs.

I think we have bought into the 
lie that every registered Democrat 
supports same-sex marriage, is pro-
choice and supports the LGBT agenda. 
Let’s look around! Maybe we will 

find some Blue 
Dog Democrats 
to join us in 
supporting 
candidates 
with traditional 
conservative 
views.

Find out more about Representative 
Kimberly Daniels on her website:
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/
Sections/Representatives/details.aspx
?MemberId=4652&LegislativeTerm
Id=87

Kim Daniels

See speakers online

A volunteer has begun to format videos of our 
meetings for the website. Visit SVARW.com to see 
some of our past speakers.

Newsletter email: newsletter@svarw.com
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Pinnacle 1 Insurance has been protecting the Bay Area and 
Californians for 30 years. Agency owner Robert Varich has 
been in the insurance business since 1987 and is proud to be at 
the helm of three busy offices in San Jose, Milpitas and Santa 
Cruz. His offices provide a complete line of insurance: auto, 
home, business and life. Pinnacle 1’s goal is to help clients 
feel better prepared and more in control of their future than 
ever before. Robert is a lifelong San Jose resident, active in 
community service and is also a sponsor member of SVARW.

SVARW sponsor: Pinnacle 1 Insurance

At each of our regular monthly 
meetings, SVARW members 
generously contribute items for U.S. 
service members. This collection of 
items gets merged with other personal 
care supplies from around the Bay 
Area into care packages sent by the 
all-volunteer Operation Care and 
Comfort organization.

SVARW member Kathy Imamura 
coordinates the collection and delivery 
of our organization’s donations every 
month. Look for Kathy at the next 
meeting. She’ll be the person at the 
table with all the red, white and blue 
decorations.

Operation Care and Comfort thanks 
SVARW members for their continued 

support of deployed service members. 
The military doesn’t provide personal 
care items for its members; service 
members in areas such as Afghanistan 
don’t have access to a PX store where 
they can buy items such as toothpaste, 
shampoo, deodorant and more, which 
makes your donations appreciated.

For a list of what is needed, 
visit www.occ-usa.org.  Financial 
contributions are also welcome to help 
with shipping.

Here are the most requested items:
• Food: beef jerky, microwavable 

meals, soups (no pork please)
• Hygiene: Mach III Razor and 

cartridges, dental supplies
• Entertainment: DVDs, CDs
• Miscellaneous: AA and AAA 

batteries, AT&T phone cards
The next packing and mailing event 

is scheduled for Nov. 3-5. Volunteers 
will be meeting at Avaya Stadium, 
1123 Coleman Ave, San Jose, on  
Sunday, Nov. 4, to sort and pack 
boxes. For details about Nov. 3 and 
Nov. 5 locations, email julie@occ-usa.
org.

Deployed service members benefit from SVARW generosity

SVARW endorsed candidates

Secretary of State Mark Meuser, 
markmeuser.com

Attorney General Steven Bailey, 
baileyforag.com

State Assembly, Dist. 28 Michael Snyder

State Assembly, Dist. 29 Vicki Nohrden, 
vickinohrden2018.com

Alum Rock Union School 
District Board

Linda Chavez, 
LindaChavez2018.com

El Camino Healthcare 
District

Peter Fung, 
votepeterfung.com
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By Debra Janssen-Martinez
SVARW Second Vice-President

SVARW members and their guests 
enjoyed a warm evening of fine food, 
wine and a beautiful setting at the 
2018 Stars and Stipes Gala, held 
Aug. 25 in Saratoga. The event was a 
chance to meet with several candidates 
running in the November election. 
Several elected and former elected 
officials were in attendance and it was 
a nice opportunity to meet and ask 
them questions about their positions.

This year, the candidates sold silent 
auction tickets, and raised more than 
$5,000 for their various campaigns. 
SVARW always encourages 
donations, especially to our endorsed 
candidates and the auction gave 
donors the added incentive of possibly 
winning a wild game dinner, theater 
tickets, restaurant meals, trips, 
and many other valuable prizes, 
generously donated by area businesses 
and patrons.

Lisa Marshik, SVARW Events 
Chair, said that everything went 

smoothly with the help of a dedicated 
group of volunteers. She said, “When 
everyone pitches in, it all happens 
beautifully, and we have fun just being 
together and making it all happen.”

Gail DeSmet, Membership Chair, 
was very pleased that we welcomed 
an estimated 30 new members who 
enrolled when signing up for the 
event. 

SVARW thanks the Cody-Hills 
family for providing their lovely 
home, and the Pasta Market for their 
fine food and service.

Stars & Stripes raises significant money for candidates  

In case you missed it: June meeting

By Joyce Hall
Newsletter editor

SVARW’s June meeting was a 
victory celebration, led by Brad Dacus, 
president of Pacific Justice Institute, 
an organization of attorneys that works 
to defend religious freedoms, parental 
rights and other civil liberties. It was a 
celebration because his visit coincided 
with three momentous Supreme Court 
decisions that had just been released.

“This Supreme Court session is the 
most glorious that I’ve experienced in 
my lifetime,” he told the crowd. The 
very morning of his talk, the court 
released the Janus decision, which 
prevents public-sector unions from 
forcing employees to pay union dues 
or fees, a ruling that could gut funding 
for powerful labor interests that wield 
a huge influence over elections.

He first spoke about Trump v. 
Hawaii, which was a challenge to the 
president’s executive order mandating 
more extensive vetting of people 
coming to the United States. The court 
found that “President Trump lawfully 
exercised the broad discretion granted 
to him” to suspend the entry of aliens 
who might pose a danger to the nation. 
Under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, the president is entrusted with 
decisions of “whether and when to 

suspend entry, whose entry to suspend, 
for how long and on what conditions.”

In Janus v. State, County, and 
Municipal Employees, the Supreme 
Court ruled that public-sector 
employees cannot be required to pay 
fees to unions. The decision overruled 
an earlier case that for years has forced 
public workers to pay fees to unions, 
even if the employees did not join 
the union or disagreed with political 
causes that received union donations. 
Public-sector unions, such as SEIU, 
overwhelmingly support Democrats 
and liberal policies. 

According to the court, “Forcing 
free and independent individuals to 
endorse ideas they find objectionable 
raises serious First Amendment 
concerns. That includes compelling a 
person to subsidize the speech of other 
private speakers.”

Dacus summed up the decision as 
follows: “All public workers cannot 
be required to pay any union dues 
to any organization, ever. This is 
a catastrophic decision for public 
unions. The Democrat party is going 
to lose a large chunk of its corrupt 
support.”

For California, the court gave a 
sweeping victory on First Amendment 
rights in National Institute of Family 
and Life Advocates v. Becerra, 

which challenged a California law 
requiring pro-life pregnancy clinics 
to post information about state-
funded abortion services. As SVARW 
members will remember, Valerie 
Hill has spoken to our group about 
how that law amounts to compelled 
speech. Valerie is executive director 
of RealOptions Obria Medical Clinics, 
local pro-life pregnancy centers and an 
SVARW sponsor.

Dacus explained that this ruling 
actually reversed previous case law. 
Professional speech, such as that by 
lawyers and counselors, is protected 
by the First Amendment, he said. 

This ruling could derail Assembly 
Bill 2943, which would ban books and 
counseling that seek to assist people 
with some aspects of their sexuality. 
Sponsored by local Assemblyman 
Evan Low, the law would ban “sexual 
orientation change efforts,” which 
primarily have been aimed at changing 
the orientation of gays and lesbians. 

But the Supreme Court decision in 
Becerra means that the government 
cannot compel professional speech, 
Dacus said. If AB 2943 becomes 
law, Dacus is ready to challenge it as 
unconstitutional. 

Three Supreme Court decisions give hope to conservatives


